Hope for Latvia

Young social entrepreneur, John Lee takes forward the work of local charity established by Norwich business man.
John Lee, a young social entrepreneur who recently graduated from UEA has taken on the running of the Norwich based charity Hope for Latvia. He continues the work of founder and local business man Derek Blois. The charity supports families marginalised by poverty by assisting them with education, accommodation and providing business training. John is also pioneering a corporate sponsorship initiative to involve local businesses in becoming a part of the solution to the desperate situations faced by thousands of Latvian families. 
Local businessman, Derek Blois, founded the charity ‘Hope for Latvia’ which is seeking to break the cycle of poverty in Latvia. Approaching its milestone fifteenth birthday, Hope for Latvia is expanding from its current work, supporting families’ basic needs, and is now launching a corporate sponsorship scheme as a part of their commitment to empowering young people with education and training.

Derek established the charity in response to the shocking living conditions he experienced on a business trip to Latvia in the early 1990s. Since then he and a team of Norwich based volunteers have given their time and finances to helping Latvian families build a better future for themselves.
Recently, a team of Norwich residents travelled to Latvia to conduct research with local businesses and Latvian officials in preparation for the corporate sponsorship scheme as well as to spend time with the families. John says ‘it was a heart breaking experience talking with the families; trying to understand their situation and how they can survive on a day to day basis. It is appalling that only two hours flight time away, hundreds of thousands of families are struggling to survive in squalid accommodation.’ 
The corporate sponsorship scheme aims to provide business training and support for entrepreneurial family members, a timely venture as the recession has hit Latvia’s poor the hardest. In addition to the rising cost of living and rising unemployment, the government has cut welfare benefits by 30%, so families who already find affording food, fuel and rent very difficult have entered a new realm of poverty. Research conducted by the charity shows that the majority of the families they support are trying to provide food, clothes and school equipment on as little as 50p per child per day. This is in a country where prices are very similar those in the UK. Hope for Latvia’s work in these areas is significantly improving the way in which people live, changing their daily lives and providing them with a tangible and genuine hope for the future.
Hope for Latvia is run solely by volunteers and continues to make a difference to hundreds of people, mostly families, living in poverty. To find out more contact project manager John Lee at johnlee@hopeforlatvia.org or visit the website hopeforlatvia.org. 
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Contact: John Lee

Tel. 07746855114

Email: johnlee@hopeforlatvia.org 

www.hopeforlatvia.org
Hope for Latvia is an organisation that is providing fresh and creative solutions to the tough problems faced by thousands of Latvian families
Our vision is simple: To break the cycle of poverty in Latvia.
We see this vision being fulfilled through our mission which is to:
Reach People: 

To reach those sections of society which are isolated and marginalised by poverty. We work alongside people who have little access to help and assistance.  Through building relationships and networks of support we seek to build communities which act as forums for empowering each other and even lifelines  when things gets tough.

Influence Culture:
To bring hope where this none and to restore it where it has faded. To lift people’s visions and aspirations to the future they can build.  We desire to see the cycle of poverty broken in Latvia and to do this we need to change how society views and relates to these families.

Build Future:
To provide practical training and advice to help people develop their own streams of income through starting their own business or entering into the workplace.  We also seek to provide safe clean living accommodation which takes the families out of the squalor of government accommodation.

